Next Phase of Expansion Announced
June 2016
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo recently announced a Request for Proposals will be released
to three pre-qualified Design-Build teams that will compete for a contract to
complete a major expansion to the Javits Center. The Governor also announced that
the New York Convention Center Development Corporation (CCDC) will start early
construction work this fall, enabling the project to progress on an accelerated
timeframe. These steps mark a milestone in advancing Governor Cuomo’s plan announced
in the 2016 State of the State address to expand the Javits Center and cement New
York’s status as the premier destination for large-scale, world-class events.
“The Javits Center is one of New York’s greatest economic assets, and this project
will help to ensure it remains a source of jobs and economic activity for years to
come,” Governor Cuomo said. “This is an important milestone in our plan to transform
Javits into a 21st century venue for the next generation and I look forward to
seeing this project get off the ground.”
The RFP will be sent to the three pre-qualified Design-Build teams, who will submit
proposals for design and construction of the Javits expansion, including a fixed
price for completing the work. The new portions of the convention center will be
contiguous to the existing facilities at the exposition and concourse levels and
will be designed to be capable of operating separately for certain events. Responses
are due October 31, 2016. The Design-Build contract will be awarded to the winning
bidder by early 2017.
Responses to the RFQ were reviewed by a selection committee and evaluated based on

specific criteria, including:
•
Experience in similar projects of this scale;
•
Past performance with a record of quality and completion of projects
within budget;
•
Project understanding and ability to undertake specific risks related to
Design-Build construction;
•
Organization capabilities;
•
Key personnel who have successfully managed all aspects of similar
projects;
•
Diversity practices and a record of MWBE subcontracting; and
•
Financial capability and bonding capacity.
CCDC’s early construction work includes building a new elevated platform that will
house an upgraded transformer yard, as well as relocating a water main and other
utilities. By starting this critical utility and infrastructure work before a Design
Build team is selected, CCDC will position the project for expedited completion.
This preliminary work will begin in fall 2016.
“Clearly the RFQ process was a success, with three strong teams selected to compete
for the right to design and build a major expansion to one of New York’s most iconic
and exciting event spaces,” said ESD President, CEO & Commissioner Howard Zemsky.
“We look forward to seeing the proposals the teams submit and to watching an
improved Javits take shape.”
"Thanks to Governor Cuomo, this expansion will make the Javits Center stronger than
ever," said Alan Steel, President and CEO of the New York Convention Center
Operating Corporation, which operates the Javits Center. "We plan on maintaining our
normally packed schedule through construction and filling the new space as soon as
it opens. With the new ballroom and rooftop terrace, plus more meeting room space,
we will be able to attract a new generation of customers to the Empire State,
leading to the creation of new jobs and new business opportunities for New Yorkers."

The project includes the following major components:

A four-level, on-site truck marshaling facility, including 27 new loading
docks
New prime exhibit space, to be combined with the existing exhibit space, to
create an approximately 500,000-square-foot exhibition hall;
New state-of-the-art meeting room and ballroom space;
Roof terrace and pavilion accommodating 1,500 people for outdoor events,
including an expanded green roof area;
New kitchen and food service areas;
Back-of-House and administrative space; and
LEED Silver certification.

The Design-Build process, first implemented by Governor Cuomo in 2011, allows the
State to combine design and construction services into a single contract to help

expedite vital infrastructure projects and save taxpayer money.
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